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APRIL 2012 

PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE 
 

     

 

It sure was great to see some rain falling in the valley and snow in the mountains.  Even though it 

appears we will be short on overall precipitation, weôll take whatever we can get.  It benefits every-

one, including the fish population in our lakes and streams.  Donôt forget, the official opening of 

trout season is April 28th.  Most streams, and some lakes, that are currently closed to fishing will 

open on the last Saturday in April.  A few late season storms will help provide a good spring and 

summer of fishing. 

   

 The official opening of trout season is exactly one week after our annual Spring Banquet.  

Perfect timing!!  Jack Leveque has been working hard to get some great things for our raffle, silent 

auction, and live auction.  If youôre like I am, there always seems to be some item I need before the 

season begins.  The banquet is a great event, so donôt be left out.  It has been selling out each year.  

If you are one of our many new members I will assure you it is an enjoyable evening.  We need your 

support because the banquet is our major fundraiser of the year and allows us to continue our conser-

vation and education programs. I look forward to seeing you on the evening of April 21st.  

 

 Another way to get ready for fishing season is to attend the free casting lessons offered by 

the club.  Dan Busby, Ming Moua, and others, will be at Dry Creek Park (corner of Alluvial and 

Clovis Ave.) each Wednesday in April from 6-7:30 pm to teach you the skill of fly casting or just 

help you get the kinks out of your casting stroke.  All are welcome!! 

 

 And donôt forget our Youth Fly Fishing Academy for our younger fly fishers.  Itôs sched-

uled for the weekend of May 5th and 6th and is a great way to introduce fly fishing to both boys and 

girls.  This successful event is put on by our own club members and will include a weekend of in-

struction and fishing.  To get your kids involved see the application included in this Fly Dope.          
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T & Côs (Thanks or Congrats) 

 

Thanks to Jack Leveque and all those that are working hard to get ready for this yearôs banquet. 

 

Thanks to Monte Trinkle for the fly tying demonstrations he has done before our general meetings. 

 

Thanks to Fred Ramirez for his work with the Girls and Boy Club and with ñProject Healing Waters.ò  Fred wears many hats.       

 

    Jeff Trafican 
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T & Côs  (Thanks or Congrats) 

Thanks to Jerry Hopewell for another 

successful and informative fly 

tying class.  Everyone learns 

something new in his classes. 

This is the true meaning of the old adage 

 

ñTime Flies When Youôre Having Fun!ò 
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MEET THE MEMBERS                                    Roger Miller 

Pg 44 

ROGER MILLER  
 

ROGER MILLER 
 
 
Most of us know Roger Miller as an FFFC officer and fly fisherman but he's  an accomplished 
sportsman in general.   He was born and raised in Fresno, did some college here, and collected a 
lot of other educational experiences. He's a master sail maker and racer for example.   
 
He started fishing when he was 14 and just kind of picked it up on his own over the years. For all 
practical purposes he quit fishing for about a ten year period between 1978-1988. He found a more 
expensive sport - racing sailboats. Roger came back to the sport in 1989 and started fishing with 
Larry Naney in the 90ôs.  Larry also got Roger started with the Federation of Fly Fishers ("conned" 
him on to the national board as Roger tells it). He's enjoyed the dedicated people championing the 
sport. Larry also introduced Roger to the fishing in northern California for which he'll be eternally 
grateful. 
 
He likes to fish anywhere in N. California, Silver Creek in Idaho, on the Madison in Montana and a 
few wonderful spring creeks he won't reveal. 
 
Most of the family has moved out of the area although his son and family are fairly close in Yosem-
ite Lakes.  His daughter and her family live in Oregon.  He still loves to sail, although he doesn't get 
to do it as much as I used to. He also likes to tie flies and wishes 
he were better at it. 
 
Roger joined the FFFC in the sixties and became a life member 
in the early seventies.  He served three terms as President of the 
FFFC, two terms as President of the NCCFFF and is on his third 
year on the FFF Board of Directors.  He loves bamboo rods, old 
reels (especially Hardyôs) and silk lines. 
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

1 2 Board Mtg. 
Carrowôs 7 pm 

3 4 Fly Casting 
Instruction 6 

pm   

Dry Creek Park 

Corner of Clo-

vis and Alluvial 

5 6 7 

8 9 10 
11Boys/Girls Club 

Fly Fishing School 

(Contact Fred 
Ramirez) 

 

Fly Casting Instruc-
tion 6 pm  (Dry 

Creek Park)  

12 13  14 

15 16 
17 Board 
Meeting Car-

rowôs 7 pm  

(to replace 

Mayôs Meeting.) 

18Fly Casting 
Instruction 6 

pm  

 (Dry Creek 

Park)  

19 20 21 Spring 
Banquet  
Sportmanüs 
Club 

22 23 24 25Fly Casting 
Instruction 6 

pm   

Dry Creek Park 

Corner of Clo-

vis and Alluvial 

26 27 Pyramid 
Lake Outing 

hosted by Tim 

Lawrence 

28Pyramid 
Lake Outing 

hosted by Tim 

Lawrence 

29 30      

April 2012 
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

  1 2 3 4  

 

5 Fly Fishing 
Youth Academy 
 

Sportsmenôs Club 

Youth/Handicapped 
Fishing Derby. * 

6 
Fly Fishing Youth 
Academy 

7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18  19Hume Lake 
Outing (Hosted  by 
Jack & Sue 

Leveque) 

 
Boys & Girls Club 

Fly Fishing Day** 

20 21 22 23  24General 
Meeting: 

Jeff Bright  

ñBC Steelheadò 

25 26 

27 28 29 30 31 * Contact 
Paul Prespare 

** Contact 
Fred Ramirez 

MAY 2012 
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OUTINGS REPORT                                                       Tim Lawrence 

Upcoming Outing 

Pyramid Lake, NV. 
 

April 27
th
 28

th
 

 
What can I say; Pyramid Lake is famous for its huge Lahontan Cutthroat Trout! 
If you have not had the chance fish for these fish you need to add this one to your list. If you go to 
the Pleasanton Fly Fishing Show be sure to check out the presentation Rob Anderson puts on (he 
owned and operated the Reno Fly Shop).  
 

There are a limited number of spots. If you are planning to go, please let me know as 
soon as you can. BE SURE AND CHECK WITH TIM AS THE PYRAMID LAKE 
OUTING MAY BE FILLED TO CAPACITY. 
 
 I need to know by February 23

rd
, which is the date of our general meeting, to 

plan for accommodations. 
 
Tim Lawrence 
Outings Director 
559-779-5338 
dhclmr@sbcglobal.net 
 

Annual Hume Lake Outing! 
May 19, 2012 

Hosted by Jack & Sue Leveque 
This is always a good time, so donôt miss it!  The trout have always been cooperative, the partici-
pants friendly, and the weather outstanding.  Hume Lake is close by, just up 180 to Grant Grove 
and back down the hill to  the Hume Lake turnoff just past the Princess campground.  Youôll need a 
float tube or small boat of some sort, no gas motors allowed.  The Kaweah Club will be joining us.  
Lunch will be provided, so bring your appetite.   
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In Wildness is the Preservation of the World  ñHenry David Thoreau" 

 

 

NW Fly Tying and Fly Fishing Expo 

 

 
Solar flare activity reached a peak on the 8th of March, the hoped for view of the aurora borealis never materialized, low clouds on 

the northern horizon obscured our view. My ride arrived at 4 AM, long before the break of day. A brief good morn was exchanged 

and a spare key was handed off. The truck tires gritted upon the loose gravel on the black top, before grabbing a firm grip on the 

damp asphalt. We had one more pick-up and a Starbucks drive up before we settled in for a 4 1/2 hour south bond drive. Coffee and 

tea firmly in hand we rolled south.  

 

Larry Gibbs, Howard Inks and I began getting to know each other; we were headed to Albany, Oregon or more correctly the Linn 

County fairgrounds for the NW Fly Tying & Fly Fishing Expo. If you are a fly fisher it's a hard show to pass up. For me personally it 

was a great way to connect with the members of the Alpine Fly Fishers and to reconnect with members of the Fly Fishers for Con-

servation. I knew I was going to see Roger Miller in Albany, but I was also in for an unexpected treat. 

 

Larry, Howard and I traded stories as the miles slipped beneath the tires and the night gave way to day. Those of you who have been 

following my writing know that I am an introvert; it is not easy for me to meet new people. My normal activity is to set back and 

observe, before I enter the give and take of casual conversation. But I am in a new state, and I need to meet new people so the old 

ways of observation before action needed to be modified. So this trip was out of my comfort zone.  I was in a truck with two 

strangers one of which was going to be my roommate to help defray expenses. We were going to be in the same vehicle for 4 and 

half hours to a town I had never been before, to an event I had never heard about until I moved up here. And to top it off I was not 

working the event, I was only a participant. To ease into organizations I normally volunteer, that way I can observe but still have a 

responsibility to focus on, I feel less exposed.  

 

But with no responsibilities in Linn County I jumped in to participating with both feet, I took three casting classes and a fly tying 

class and sat down with two or three tyers. It was a wonderful experience. Fly Fishing gave us all a common interest that brings peo-

ple together. Larry is retired from Pierce County and served in the Navy on Aircraft Carriers. Howard retired from Safeway; he is a 

Vietnam veteran who served in the Navy in communications and on river boats.  We stopped in Centralia for Breakfast and met Bill 

Fox and Bob Jacobs, we had planned on riding together, but Bob at the last minute decide to join in the expedition and Bill opted to 

drive his own car and chauffer Bob.  Breakfast was country style, with bacon, sausage, eggs, potatoes, biscuits, gravy and pancakes. 

The atmosphere was 1950 country with chicken wire, chickens (stuffed), plastic eggs, tractors (models), wooden tables and chairs, 

friendly service and great food. I'm sure that it all felt surreal to Bob who had just landed from a trip to Thailand and who was very 

much on Thailand time. The good food helped him rally and we were soon, back on the road. 

 

We arrived at the expo at 9 AM and split up Larry to work the event and Howard and I to check in and attend classes.  The NW Fly 

Tying and Fly Fishing Expo is world class. The main building is filled with fly tiers and vendors but the Fly Tiers are featured. Their 

tables are set up in the middle of the room and as you walk into the main room you face row upon row of tables filled with tyers and 

all have two to three chairs in front of them for the opportunity to set down and learn. There are 50 vendors and their booths frame 

the fly tyers with the silent auction in the back and the raffle front right. There is an adjacent building that is an indoor arena where 

all the we celebrate this thing call life through a shared love of fish water and the outdoors. To old and new friends thank you. 

 

 

 

Back of  Beyond     Stephen Neal 
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Casting clinics are held and fly fishing seminars are held in class rooms in the main exposition hall. First class is the best description 

of this event.  

\ 

The bonus for me was I got to visit with Roger & Sandy Miller and their grand children, well not so much the grand children as they 

spent most of their time climbing on around and pulling grandma and grandpa this way and that way. Hugs were exchanged as well 

as stories. Roger and I reiterated our commitment to fish Dunsmuir in the fall and plan on working the FFF booth together in Spo-

kane in July. I also ran into Bob Scheidt and Mike Telford and his wife Susan. Mike and Sue live in Bend, Oregon and try and make 

the Albany show every year. Bob would like to come every year but Virginia City, NV, leprechauns, chocolate and kids interfere. 

Had lunch with all three and then visited with Bob while he tied. It was great catching up and sharing stories, Bob and Mike share a 

great camaraderie, and their joy of fly tying and fly fishing is infectious. They keep up a good natured banter while tying and enter-

taining. My fly casting instructors passed on casting tips and shared fishing stories and fishing locations. I now have some ideas on 

where to fish while in Spokane in July. 

 

Larry, Howard and I, visited as event schedules crossed and parted, we had breakfast and dinner together and sometimes lunch. 

Howard is a remarkable roommate we shared lots of laughter while navigating computers, old movies and the purchase of pontoon 

boats. I blamed Howard for my pontoon boat purchase and in turn he paid for my breakfast tea to help defray my monetary expo-

sure. PS Howard my wife does not hold you responsible, so you are safe. At the banquet dinner Bob, Bill, Howard, Larry, Roger and 

I sat together; Howard won a door prize and Larry and Roger supported FFF through winning bids. 

It was a great trip, fly fishing, while a solitary pursuit on the water, bring people together, we share, we learn and we celebrate this 

thing call life through a shared love of fish water and the outdoors.  

To old and new friends thank you. 

 

ñMany go fishing all their lives without knowing that it is not fish they are afterò Henry David Thoreau 

 

 

Back of Beyond  (continued from pg. 12)                                                                                                                 Stephen Neal 

 

It is not how abundant nor how consider-

able our catch be, but rather to the sport, 

and manner in which our quarry the no-

ble trout is angled - J B Martin 
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Our Mission 
 

Fly Fishers for Conservation (FFFC) was organized in 1961 by a group of devoted fly fishers deep-
ly concerned with the preservation of trout and all game fish, their environment, and the quality of 
fishing. Our club has maintained two goals since that time: 
 

To protect, conserve, and increase our angling resources 

To foster and promote the sport of angling with artificial flies. 
 

 
   
       To foster and promote the sport of angling with artificial flies. 
 
          To protect, conserve and increase our angling resources. 
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Fly Fishers for Conservation is a 501(c)3 tax-exempt non-profit organization. This means 

you can use your contribution as a tax deduction.  The club only gets revenue from mem-

bership dues and the annual fundraiser dinner.  We try to contribute to conservation is-

sues in the area and to our youth with our Trout in the Classroom program, the No Child 

Left Inside program and by holding a Youth Fly-Fishing Academy annually.  The club is 

always in need of funds.  Please consider donating. You may send a check to Fly Fishers 

for Conservation at 100 E. Sierra, PMB 3310, Fresno, CA 93710.  Your donations will be 

greatly appreciated and they will help the club fulfill its obligations. 

Donate to FFFC 

Island in Upper Twin 


