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PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE 
 

 

 
  Well, our 2012 banquet is in the books and was a great success (see Mike 

Palmerôs article).  It was great visiting with so many of our members and guests at 

one event.  The banquet is FFFCôs primary fundraising event and allows us to carry 

on with our activities for wounded veterans, youth education, and other programs.  

Many thanks to all that attended and I hope you will continue to support our annual 

banquet. 

 

 Preparations are continuing for our 3rd Annual Youth Fly Fishing Academy 

scheduled for May 5th and 6th.  Our signups are completed with what appears to be a 

great group of kids.  Day one will involve teaching our students fly fishing skills.  

On day two we will be taking the kids to a private pond for a day of fishing and fun.  

Itôs a great event! 

 

 And now that the weather has warmed and we have reached the official 

opening of trout season (April 28th), letôs go fishing!  I hope you will be able to at-

tend the Hume Lake outing scheduled for May 19th.  Now that the banquet is over, 

Jack and Sue Leveque donôt have anything to do (ha ha).  So they have offered to 

host this outing.  Itôs always a lot of fun, so I hope you can join us.           
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Tôs & Côs (ñThanksò & ñCongratsò) 
 

Thanks to Beth Horwitz for her generous donation to our club.  Bethôs father, Joseph Harness, passed away last year and Beth has 

donated his fly fishing gear and fly tying materials to FFFC.  We have already begun using these items for our ñProject Healing 

Watersò and ñYouth Fly Fishingò activities.      

Thanks to all of you that attended and made our banquet such a success.  

Thanks to Jack and Sue Leveque for coordinating such a successful banquet. 

Thanks to all of you that donated items or helped work at the 2012 banquet. 

Congratulations to Dave Grubbs for receiving the 2012 Conservation Award,  an honor well deserved. 

Thanks to Patricia Trafican, Peggy Papazian, and Fred Ramirez, for the great work on the centerpieces for this yearôs banquet. 

Thanks to Ron Manfredo and Dwaine Brannon for their donations to the club. 

Congratulations to Conor Kelly for winning a new canoe, which was the grand prize at this yearôs banquet.         

 
Jeff Trafican 
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Dave Grubbs, 2012 Conservation Award Winner and  Jeff Trafican, club President. 
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2012 FOUNDERS AWARD WINNER 

JEFF TRAFICIAN 

The Founders Award was presented to Jeff Trafican by Roger Miller, last years winner. 

 

Jeff is one of the hardest working people in this organization, and has really earned this award and recognition. 

He has spent many hours working on crucial programs for the benefit of the club.  

 

Our thanks and congratulations! 
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FLY FISHERS FOR CONSERVATION  

ANNUAL 2012 SPRING BANQUET 

April 21, 2012 

 

 
 
The Fresno Fly Fishers for Conservations celebrated its annual Spring Banquet on April 21, 2012 at the Fresno County Sportsmanôs 

Club.  Again it was a sellout, with the vast majority of the tickets sold before the early bird deadline of April 1.    

 

This is the major fundraiser for our club each year.  Without the success of the banquet each year, critical programs such as Project 

Healing Waters, Trout in the Classroom, Boys and Girls Club Fishing Classes, the Youth Fly Fishing Academy, our ongoing support 

the Lower Kings River and the many other worthwhile activities sponsored by the FFFC would not be possible.  We should all be 

very proud of our efforts in pulling together this very worthwhile event.  Special thanks to Jack and Sue Leveque for the excellent 

planning that went into this yearôs banquet.    

 

Just before dinner the first winner of the evening was selected.  Joanne Scott won the Early-Bird Raffle of a $100 gift certificate to 

Bass Pro Shops.  I donôt know about you, but I was jealous.  

 

Once again the dinner provided by Iggyôs Catering was great.  Both the quality and quantity of food met the needs of all.  Two 

young guys in my group went back for seconds.  No one went away hungry. 

 

While we ate club president Jeff Trafican welcomed all to the 2012 Spring Banquet.  Fred Ramirez then provided a great presenta-

tion on the newest program that the FFFC is supporting, Project Healing Waters.  Through Fredôs hard work and effort, the club has 

been able to help wounded veterans start the process of adjustment back into normal life though the therapeutic benefits that fly fish-

ing can provide.  We should all be proud of Fred and the work he has done in this very worthwhile area. 

 

As dinner was wrapping up, the awards portion of the evening began.  The hard work of the following members was recognized: 

 

Conservation Award:   Dave Grubbs 

Founders Award:                  Jeff Trafican 

 

In addition to the silent auction and raffle, the live auction was another success.   There were many great items in the auction, many 

of which were donated by FFFC members or their families.  Of special note were the hand-made items of a beautiful quilt from Lin-

da Cottingham and landing net from Mark Stephen.  New to this yearôs auction was a guided float trip in Northern California from 

Western Waters Guide Service, donated by Mark Papazian. 

 

Wrapping up the evening young Conor Kelly held the winning card to take home a new canoe.  I think we can all agree that watch-

ing Conorôs show of exuberance as his card was drawn was worth the price of admission to the banquet. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Many thanks to everyone that helped to make the 2012 Spring Banquet a success; you can expect this will be a sell-out event again 

next year.  Be sure to get your tickets early in 2013. 

 

 

SPRING BANQUET REPORT                                                                 MIKE PALMER                                                                            
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Our special thanks to Patricia Trafican, Peggy Papazian , Fred Rameriz and  Jeff Trafican the very rustic Sportsman ós Club was 

transformed into a beautiful spring garden. Thank you so much for all your work! 

THE NEXT FEW PAGES ARE DEDICATED TO THE ANNUAL BANQUET. IF YOU WERE NOT 

ABLE TO ATTEND YOUR REALLY MISSED A WONDERFUL TIME. 
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Just some fun pictures from this years 

Spring Banquet.  

 

The food was delicious, the raffles 

were very nice and the room looked 

beautiful. 

 

 Looks like a good time was had by all!  

2012 SPRING BANQUET PICTURES 
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